Book reviews
Tumours of the Brain N M Bleehen (ed) pp 221 DM180 ISBN 0-387-15412-4 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1985 This is the publication of the seventh Clinical Oncology Symposium held by the Royal College of Radiologists. Its title does not immediately indicate the extent of its contents, for the subject matter is almost exclusively confined to malignant intracerebral neoplasms, but viewed from almost every possible angle -diagnostic and therapeutic, immunological and histological, metabolic, paediatric and adult.
The review of these aspects is by authors with special experience so that new and relatively unfamiliar matters are clarified, and the current position in relation to diagnosis and treatment is stated. There have been enormous changes in imaging techniques in the last 20years, with the virtual disappearance of air studies, and the arrival of the still-changing techniques of computerized tomography, magnetic resonance imaging and positron emission tomography. One needs to know what has been achieved so far, and this is clearly described. The same applies to therapy. The work is by no means confined to the radiological aspects of cerebral oncology. There are excellent chapters on recent advances in immunology. The application of monoclonal antibody methods to the diagnosis and differentiation of tumour cells is described, and the hoped-for use of these principles in new forms of therapy. This has produced a need for more tumour-specific antigens. There are excellent chapters on paediatric and adult tumour therapy, including surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy.
A modest improvement in survival time has been achieved in recent years, and the operative mortality and morbidity have improved, but the overall results are still very disappointing, even by a combination of methods. However, there are new possibilities for earlier diagnosis and treatment which this book makes apparent. It shows that there is justification for hope of significant advances soon. This is an excellent volume, authoritative, comprehensive and capable of being understood by those not intimately familiar with all aspects of the subject. It can be confidently recommended to all neuroscientists and especially to those in training. Few books are so succinct. The authors state that ultrasonic diagnosis is essentially a visual medium and therefore this book is in the form of an atlas rather than a comprehensive textbook. There are 192 illustrations, most of which are of good quality and some are accompanied by a photograph of the corresponding pathological specimen. Originally published in Italian, the translation is generally good although it is occasionally cumber-some with unnecessarily complex and rarely used medical terms. For a book of its size, it has a detailed bibliography.
There are introductory chapters on ultrasound techniques and anatomy followed by further chapters on diseases of the bladder, prostate and seminal vesicles. The importance of ultrasound in the diagnosis of diseases of the prostate and seminal vesicles has received increasing recognition and its presence in an ultrasound atlas is welcomed. Unfortunately, the per-rectal ultrasonic scans are marred by streak artefacts. Also, all examples of prostatic cancer are shown as hyperechoic whereas they can also be hypoechoic areas.
Further chapters cover the ultrasonic appearances of diseases of the uterus and ovaries. There are numerous and excessive examples of uterine fibroids, all with similar ultrasonic appearances. Other short, miscellaneous chapters deal with various topics including the peritoneum, renal transplantation and musculoskeletal tumours of pelvic origin.
It is difficult to find the exact niche for this atlas in the ultrasound literature. It is clearly not a reference book and many of its chapters are covered extremely well and more comprehensively in standard textbooks. It will probably be of most val ue and purchased by departmental libraries for ultrasonographers in training, who wish to see a large number of good quality scans of the male as well as the female pelvis. G J GRIFFITHS
Consultant Radiologist Royal Gwent Hospital, Newport
Report ofa Working Party on Oxygen Therapy. Guide to its Use outside Hospitals pp 4 50p London: The Medical Commission on Accident Prevention 1985 This report is an excellent guide to the use of oxygen outside hospitals. It describes in basic terms the causes of hypoxia, the measures needed to relieve it and the place of oxygen therapy in those measures. The party surveys oxygen therapy in the home, in the ambulance and in air travel and offers sound advice which should clear any doubts and misunderstandings as to what oxygen can and cannot do.
The leaflet will repay study by practitioners, by those teaching first aid and by most patients for whom oxygen therapy is appropriate. interpretation and the possible misinterpretation of laboratory studies such as electrophoretic strips and immunoassays, Chapters are devoted to the structure, function, synthesis and purification of immunoglobulins and also to lymphocyte studies and monoclonal antibodies. The last dealt well with a topic of increasing interest. This is a book for reference rather than reading and as such will be invaluable to all interested in paraproteins, especially biochemists, haematologists and oncologists. Others may find it less relevant to their needs. For general physicians the laboratory material will be superfluous, the physiology condensed and difficult and the clinical descriptions specialized. Basic scientists will not obtain a clear picture of the diseases mentioned. In general there is an assumption of considerable background knowledge of each aspect of the subject discussed. They will, however, be pleased to have in one volume a synopsis of current knowledge of paraproteins and how to study them.
A BSHAW Therapeutic Principles in Metastatic Prostatic Cancer F R Schroeder & B Richards (ed) pp 466 ISBN 0·8451·0188·9 New York: Alan Liss 1985 This is the proceedings of a symposium held in Holland in 1984 and gathers together many workers on prostatic carcinoma. Much of the work is repetitive and much of it has already been published, but as a reference book on the current 'state of the art', it is well worth consulting.
The book has been produced in the now fashionable script which appears to have come straight off a word processor, and consequently it has not been subjected to the strict editorial deletions which can make a book so much more readable.
GRANT WILLIAMS

Consultant Urologist Charing Cross Hospital, London
Abdominal Pain in Children B O'Donnell pp 138 £8.50 ISBN 0·632·01046-0 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific 1985 This is an .outstanding, highly original and most welcome practical book about the management of abdominal pain in children. Unlike most medical textbooks it is written in a lively and interesting style, and is fun to read. The book is divided into two halves, one on acute and the other on chronic abdominal pain. Throughout, the emphasis is on practical advice including tips on how to conduct the consultation, useful hints on what to look for during the examination, and suggestions for a rational choice of investigations. The need for a white cell count is nicely dispelled: 'New residents from adult units tend to order the test but nowadays we rarely knowingly order a white cell count and consider the result. Certainly there is no point in ordering the test out of normal laboratory hours.' The concept of 'active observation' is clearly explained and could usefully be applied to other acute paediatric situations. The author writes especially well on the common situation where the cause of acute abdominal pain is obscure. Here his concept of'acute non-specific abdominal pain' is intellectually far more honest than the common practice of inventing pathology such as constipation, mesenteric adenitis, or colic.
There is a useful section on the infant under three years, and a chapter on urinary infection puts this nicely into perspective. A chapter on acute abdominal pain in the tropics, contributed by two other authors, is clearly written but lacks lustre. The chapters in the second half of the book on chronic or recurrent pain are equally good, and nicely dispose of chronic constipation as a cause of recurrent abdominal pain.
This book represents a major contribution to one of the most difficult areas in paediatrics and would be enjoyed by any paediatrician, surgeon, family doctor or medical student. The print is excellent, with clear headings and table reproduction. Line drawings are well done but the reproduction of operation anatomy and angtograms is poor.
Overall, the book is informative and there are some outstanding chapters, particularly Anderson's on anatomy. Unfortunately, the book is slightly marred by the use of the spoken presentation. This is a practice which should be discouraged, and would-be conference organizers should remember that the spoken lecture is unsuitable for a published text.
The book is a useful summary of the 'state of the art ' in 1983-1984 . It should be available to all concerned with the management of complex congenital heart disease, although at £95 it is too expensive for most personal bookshelves.
J SOMERVILLE
Drug Discovery: the Evolution of Modern Medicines W Sneader pp 435 £12.95 ISBN 0·471-904716 Chichester: John Wiley 1985 Before this century there were very few specific drugs and even the 1932 British Pharmacopoeia, which remained official until 1948, more closely resembled the first edition ofl864 than the present one. Developments in the early part of this century were mainly the introduction of the local anaesthetics, analgesics, topical antiseptics and the active principles of some of the older herbal remedies. Most were used for symptomatic treatment.
The work of Ehrlich on the arsphenamines in the early part of this century showed that complex organic chemicals were effective in some systemic infections, but it was not until the introduction of the sulphonamides by Domagk in the 1930s and more especially the discovery of penicillin by Fleming and its development by Florey and his colleagues, that the potential of chemotherapy was realized.
Progress since then has been phenomenal in many fields and the author has performed a valuable
